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COMMENTS

Senator Le Gresley is proposing a minor changéedatransitional arrangements for
the election of Senators by suggesting that thena®rs elected in October 2014
should only be elected to May 2015 and not to May®as proposed by PPC in the
draft Law.

When considering the appropriate transitional ayeaments, PPC considered this
alternative to its own proposal, but concluded thatas inappropriate to hold a full
Island-wide Senatorial election where the 4 sudukssandidates would only be
elected for a matter of months. Standing in a Seiztelection can involve a
significant cost for candidates, and it would béaimon candidates and difficult to
justify holding such an election where the term affice would only be some
6 months. In addition, a 6 month term of office mbg unattractive for many
candidates and this could restrict the field ofdidates and therefore affect the result.
PPC nevertheless recognises the argument brougbariib by Senator Le Gresley that
there would be merit in attempting to move to d §pring general election by May
2015 rather than having to wait until 2019. PPCstabers that it is therefore a matter
for individual members to consider whether theyidwel that the benefits of an early
spring general election outweigh the disadvantdgdeating Senators for a very short
period on this one occasion. PPC’s own view is itisabwn transitional arrangements
would be preferable to Senator Le Gresley's amemtdraed does not therefore
support his proposal.

PPC accepts that it is unfortunate that any tramsit Senatorial election has to be
held in October 2014, but would remind members that Committee has received
very clear legal advice in the past that it is dymmt possible to extend the term of
office of an elected member after his or her etectAs the term of office of Senators
elected in October 2008 will expire in October 20thére is no alternative but to hold
some form of election at that time. Members who@mecerned about the disruptive
impact of the ‘one-off’ transitional senatorial gien have the option of supporting
Senator Ozouf's alternative proposal as set out Ilis amendment
(P.176/2010 Amd.(4)).
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