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COMMENTS

Firstly, | would like to advise members that | catrsupport Senator Shenton’s
proposition as it is flawed, and | will be urgingembers to reject it. A more detailed
comment on Senator Shenton’s proposition has ajrbagén published, and | will
confine these comments to the amendment that fEshyeught by Deputy de Sousa.
One of the main virtues of Deputy de Sousa’s amemdris that it does not seek to
distinguish between the fee-paying and non-feergagectors.

| fully support the aim of this amendment and teatsnents expressed by Deputy
De Sousa, who has recognised the extremely valuablge of services provided by
the non-fee-paying sector. These operate on theciple of inclusion across the

ability range, and make full provision for studewith Special Needs. As Minister for

Education, Sport and Culture, | have an obligatioder the Education (Jersey) Law
1999 to‘ensure that there is available to every child ofmpulsory school age a full

time education appropriate to their age, abilitydaaptitude’.

Senator Shenton’s proposition, if adopted, woufdaively increase the pressure on
our States schools to deliver reductions in exgareli whilst the fee-paying sector
would be exempt from savings. This would only setgeheighten the division
between the 2 sectors.

| believe that it is unfair to target one schoabup or sector in this way, and would
place me in conflict with my duty to provide a gosthndard of education to all
children of school age, and not just to those nfée-paying sector.

Account also needs to be given to the context irthwthe current spending proposals
have been advanced. The non-fee-paying sector ¢&s thhe subject of significant
spending reductions over the last 10 years, and the coming years it will be
required to make further savings of approximatél¥yol

The fee-paying sector, in contrast, has not bekada® make major savings over the
same period, and it is only fair that it shouldoalse expected to play its part.
Education, Sport and Culture is required to make. Efnillion in savings across its
services, and | do not believe the fee-paying seshmuld be exempt from this
process.

In recent months, there has been a divisive deblateit fee-paying and non-fee-
paying education, with ill-founded statements beirape about examination results in
our 11-16 schools, drawing from narrow measuressséssment that do not properly
reflect the context in which our Island schools @perating.

Following further discussions with the Council ofifiéters, an extended period of
5 years has been agreed for both the fee-payingamdee-paying schools.

The States schools have, over many years, demtmtsttheir willingness to
participate in expenditure reductions where apgad@r It is now time for the fee-
paying schools to play their part.

Deputy De Sousa’s amendment will provide a degfeaimess and equity to the
debate. It is absolutely right that we take thipanpunity to give a clear signal to our
States schools that their contribution to the dlareducation is equally as important
as fee-paying schools and is valued by this Assgmbl
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Statement under Standing Order 37A [Presentation ofcomment relating to a
proposition]

Due to the need to discuss the amendment with qtheies, the comment was not
approved by the Minister for Education, Sport andt@e until Monday morning.
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