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COMMENTS

The Minister for Economic Development supports d@ttempts by Deputy M. Tadier
of St. Brelade to encourage debt collection agenitiethe Island to introduce self-
regulation in the form of a code of practice.

In response to part (a) of the proposition, the isder is happy to facilitate the
establishment of a working party to examine thaeantroperation of debt collection
agencies. However, as somebody with personal eqpeiof a trade association and
code of conduct, it should be stressed that thanebe limitations in the effectiveness
of a code of practice unless all relevant busiresggn up to the particular code and
most importantly, comply with it.

Regarding part (b), the Minister is prepared tocampat least 2 States members, but
would obviously request that those members volurttesir services due to personal
interest or knowledge of the debt collection busséOne of my officers has already
made tentative enquiries with the relevant busigdge gauge reaction to Deputy
Tadier’'s proposition. All businesses have expressmpeement to be represented on
the working party.

Part (c) of the proposition is also supported leyNhinister.

Regarding Deputy Tadier's statement on financial amnpower implications, the
Minister does not see any grounds for concernigsitstage, as any officer time will be
scheduled into current workloads. If there is adnder any advertising, the
Department will cover these costs from within arigtbudgets.
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