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European Convention on Human Rights

In accordance with the provisions of Article 16l¢ Human Rights (Jersey) Law 2000,
the Chairman of the Comité des Connétables has thadellowing statement —

In the view of the Chairman of the Comité des Catainiés, the provisions of the Draft
Rates (Amendment) (Jersey) Law 201- are compatiltkethe Convention Rights.

Signed: Connétable L. Norman of St. Clement

Chairman, Comité des Connétables

Dated: 29th September 2015
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REPORT

1. This draft Law provides for a number of minoredments to the Rates
(Jersey) Law 2005 (“the Law”), as set out below.
2. Supervisory Committee

(a) The Law currently requires the Supervisory Cattem to appoint a
person to preside at each meeting. The Supervimmymittee consists
of the 12 Connétables who also form the ComitéGtemétables — that
Comité’s rules provide for the election of a Chamand Vice-
Chairman, and in practice those elected act iiséinee capacity for the
Supervisory Committee. The amendment therefore igegvfor the
Supervisory Committee to appoint a Chairman ané\bairman.

(b) The quorum for the Supervisory Committee iPEor to 1996 the
Supervisory Committee would hear rate appealsqomaum of 5 was
appropriate (rate appeals are now heard by the ARgieal Board). It
is usual for the quorum of a body to be a majasftthose on that body
so increasing the quorum from 5 to 7 would brinig thto line with
generally accepted principles (and it would als@tesistent with the
rules for the Comité des Connétables).

3. Assessment Committees: the Law currently requitbe Assessment
Committee to appoint a person to preside at eaetinge However, the method
of working has changed over the years, and themn@is occasion when the
Assessment Committee may need to be representéiddussions or attend
meetings, e.g. with Assessors of other parishes. Adsessment Committees
therefore agree that the Law should be amendedadde that they may
appoint a person to act as Chairman. Such appaitsmeuld be made on an
annual basis at the start of each year, as tldrfivell with the workflow
during the year and also the election, on a rolliagis, of some members of the
Assessment Committee each year.

4. Rates List: the Connétables wish to deliverisessonline to parishioners. This
is in line with e-government initiatives, and itImélso assist the parish in
meeting its responsibilities under the Freedomndbrination (Jersey) Law
2011.

The Law currently requires the Rates List to shaghearea of land that is
separately owned or occupied and is liable to yategther with its rateable
value, details of the owner and, if different, loé toccupier as at the first day of
the rateable year.

Ratepayers need to know the rateable value of santhat they may seek a
review and appeal if not satisfied with the assesdrof their own land. By

providing access to the Rates List through thespasiebsite, in addition to at
the Parish office, ratepayers will have greateroopmity to compare rateable
values. But a ratepayer does not require the detéithe owner and occupier
to seek a review and appeal, and the amendmemrfoheremoves this from

the information contained in the Rates List.

As publication of the Rates List through the pangtbsite will change the
manner in which the data are processed, it is @piate that the proposal takes
the form of legislative change so that there isjgen debate and discussion and
so that the proposals can be reviewed for humdmstig
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Financial and manpower implications

There are no financial or manpower implicationstfe States or the parishes arising
from the adoption of this draft Law.

Human Rights
No human rights notes are annexed because the Hamg©® Department has indicated
that the draft Law does not give rise to any humigints issues.
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Explanatory Note

This Law would amend the Rates (Jersey) Law 2005 ‘Rates Law”).
Article 1 provides that the Rates Law is amended in accoedathArticles 2to 5.

Article 2 introduces a number of new definitions into Artidlfl) of the Rates Law
which are consequential on the amendments made Anildes 3and4.

Article 3 amends Articles 2, 7 and 14 of the Rates Law witichtain provisions
concerning the Rates List (referred to in ArticlefZhe Rates Law). The requirement
for the Rates List to contain details of the owoepccupier of any land in the parish
that is liable to rates, is removefirticle 3(1); the Rates List is to be made available
for inspection through the parish website and atdffices of the parish where copies
may be taken for a reasonable feeatitle 3(2); the Rates List approved by the
Supervisory Committee (as continued by Article ithe Rates Law) may be inspected
at the offices of the parish and at the Jersewfibwhere copies may be taken for a
reasonable feéifticle 3(3).

Article 4 amends Articles 37 and 43 of the Rates Law coiwgrthe annual
appointment of a Chairman to the Assessment Coeen{tis continued by Article 31
of the Rates Law) and the appointment of a Chairauath Vice-Chairman to the
Supervisory Committee who would serve in that nahil retirement from office as
Connétable. Provision is also made concerning ppeiatment of a member to preside
in the event that the Chairman under the respe@ommittees or the Vice-Chairman
of the Supervisory Committee is unable to act @aeancy arises in either of those
Committees. The quorum for the Supervisory Commiti® raised from at least
5 members to at least 7 members.

Article 5 makes a consequential amendment to Article 4heRates Law concerning
references to Chairman and Vice-Chairman underPafrthe Rates Law.

Article 6 provides for the title of this amending Law andifdo come into force 7 days
after it is registered with the Royal Court.
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Draft Rates (Amendment) (Jersey) Law 201- Arrangegme

Jersey

DRAFT RATES (AMENDMENT) (JERSEY)

LAW 201-
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Draft Rates (Amendment) (Jersey) Law 201- Article 1

Jersey

DRAFT RATES (AMENDMENT) (JERSEY)
LAW 201-

A LAW to amend the Rates (Jersey) Law 2005.

Adopted by the States [date to be inserted]
Sanctioned by Order of Her Majesty in Council [dedde inserted]
Registered by the Royal Court [date to be inserted]

THE STATES, subject to the sanction of Her Most Excellent &4ay in
Council, have adopted the following Law —

1 Rates (Jersey) Law 2005 amended

The Rates (Jersey) Law 20@Ee “Rates Law”) is amended in accordance with
this Law, and a reference to an Article is to thiecle of that number in the Rates
Law.

2 Interpretation — Article 1 amended
In Article 1(1) —
(a) after the definition “attributes” there is ims#l the following definition —

“ ‘casual vacancy’ in relation to the office of Ga¥table means a
vacancy occurring otherwise than upon retiremera Gonnétable
under Article 1(2) of the Connétables Law;”;

(b)  for the definition “Chairman” there is substéd the following definition —

Chairman’ or ‘Vice-Chairman’ shall be construedaccordance
with Articles 37(3), 43(2) or 44 as the case may;be

(c) after the definition “Comité des Connétablesiere is inserted the
following definition —

“‘Connétables Law’ means the Connétables (Jersay)2008;”;
(d) after the definition “land” there is insertdwetfollowing definition —

“ ‘Library’ means the Jersey Library in St. Helier;

(e) after the definition “occupier's rate” there iisserted the following
definition —
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Article 3 Draft Rates (Amendment) (Jersey) Law 201

“‘ordinary election’ in relation to an electionrf@onnétables shall
be construed in accordance with Article 2 of theriGétables
Law’;”;
(f)  after the definition “Rate Appeal Board” theieinserted the following
definition —
“ ‘Rates Amendment Law’ means the Rates (Amendm@etsey)
Law 2013;".

3 Rates List — Articles 2, 7 and 14 amended

(1) InArticle 2(2) —
(@) in sub-paragraph (c), after the words “purpggesre is added the
word “and”;
(b) for sub-paragraphs (d), (e) and (f) there Isssituted the following
sub-paragraph —
“(d) such other information (excluding any detaif¢he owner or
occupier) as the Supervisory Committee may direct.”

(2) For Article 7(1) there is substituted the faliag paragraph —

“(1) Following completion of all assessments foe ttateable year in
question, the Connétable of a parish shall, focddsecutive days,
make the Rates List available for inspection —

(@) through the parish website; and

(b) atthe offices of that parish during normal mipg hours, and
copies of all or any part of the Rates List maydden at the
offices of the parish who may charge such fee é@ying as
is reasonable.”.

(3) InArticle 14 —

(@) in paragraph (1), for the words “for inspectiorthe Parish Hall, in
the Jersey Library in St. Helier” there are subggd the words “for
inspection at the offices of that parish, at thierary”;

(b) in paragraph (2), for the words “Parish Haliete are substituted
the words “the offices of that parish, or at thbrary and the parish
or the Library (as the case may be), may charge faecfor copying
as is reasonable.”.

4 Assessment and Supervisory Committees — Articl& and 43 amended

(1) In Article 37 —
(&) paragraphs (5) and (6) are renumbered as patagf(6)” and “(7)”
respectively;
(b) for paragraphs (3) and (4) there are substtutee following
paragraphs —
| “(3) The members of an Assessment Committee shall —

(@) atthe first meeting of the Assessment Commlittgdd in each
year, appoint one of their number to act as the iGivi@e’s

Page - 10 S%ates%
P.116/2015 of Jersey



Draft Rates (Amendment) (Jersey) Law 201- Article 4

Chairman and the person so appointed shall serve as
Chairman until 31st December of that year;

(b) if the Committee’s Chairman is absent from aetimg of the
Assessment Committee, appoint one of their number t
preside at that meeting;

(c) subject to sub-paragraph (d), if during thersewf the year
the Chairman’s office becomes vacant, appoint dribeir
number to serve as Chairman until 31st Decembdhatf
year,;

(d) if on or after 1st October in a year the Chains office
becomes vacant, and if the Committee determines it
necessary to fill the vacancy, appoint one of theimber to
serve as Chairman until 31st December of that year;

(e) at the first meeting of the Assessment Committeld after
the coming into force of the Rates Amendment Lgwpaint
one of their number to serve as Chairman until Besember
of the year in which that Law comes into force.

(4) At a meeting of an Assessment Committee —

(@) the quorum is to be determined by the Commiitdeshall be
at least 3 of its members;

(b) inthe case of an equality of votes the Chairimathe person
presiding has a second or casting vote; and

(c) amember shall not be present during the cenaitbn of any
matter relating to land in which the member is peradly
interested as owner, occupier, as a relative ofotkeer or
occupier within and including the degree of relasioip of
first cousin, or otherwise.

(5) If, by virtue of paragraph (4)(c), paragraph)(#} cannot be
complied with, the members remaining shall be tatefiorm a
quorum.”.

(2) In Article 43 —
(&) paragraphs (3) and (4) are renumbered as patagf(6)” and “(7)”
respectively;
(b) for paragraph (2) there are substituted theviohg paragraphs —

“(2) The members of the Supervisory Committee shall

(@) at the first meeting of the Supervisory Comesittheld
following an ordinary election of Connétables, appone of
their number to act as the Committee’s Chairmanesadher
as the Committee’s Vice-Chairman and each person so
appointed shall serve as Chairman and Vice-Chaiasithe
case may be) until he or she retires on his orofffeze of
Connétable being filled by an ordinary electioranrelection
ordered under Article 3(2) of the Connétables Law;

(b) at the first meeting of the Supervisory Comedgtheld after
the coming into force of the Rates Amendment Lgwpoent
one of their number to act as the Committee’s @air and
another as the Committee’s Vice-Chairman and eactop
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Article 5

Draft Rates (Amendment) (Jersey) Law 201

®3)

(4)

()

so appointed shall serve as Chairman and Vice-@iaair(as
the case may be) until he or she retires on higepoffice of
Connétable being filled by an ordinary electioranrelection
ordered under Article 3(2) of the Connétables Law.

At a meeting of the Supervisory Committee —

(@)
(b)
(c)

the quorum is to be determined by the Commiiteeshall be
at least 7 of its members;

in the case of an equality of votes the Chairmathe Vice-
Chairman if presiding, has a second or casting; \atd

a member shall not be present during the cenaitbn of any
matter relating to land in which the member is pealy
interested as owner, occupier or otherwise (excapt
Connétable of the parish in which the land is si#dn

If at any meeting of the Supervisory Committee

(@)
(b)

If the
(a)

(b)

the Chairman is absent or for any reason iblarta act, the
Vice-Chairman shall preside; or

both the Chairman and Vice Chairman are abaefdr any
reason are unable to act, the other members @dhanittee
shall appoint one of their number to preside.

offices of Chairman or Vice-Chairman bew vacant —

other than by reason of an ordinary electionaotasual
vacancy occurring in the office of Connétable, tiembers

of the Supervisory Committee shall at such meetinghe
Committee determines, appoint one of their numbexct as
the Committee’s Chairman or Vice-Chairman (as thsec
may be) and the person so appointed shall ser@haisman

or Vice-Chairman until he or she retires as refkr@ in
paragraph (2)(a);

by reason of a casual vacancy occurring in dffce of
Connétable, the members of the Supervisory Comersttell

at the first meeting of the Committee held follogian
election ordered under Article 3(2) of the Connktalaw,
appoint one of their number to act as the Comnigtee
Chairman or Vice-Chairman (as the case may be)thad
person so appointed shall serve as Chairman or-Vice
Chairman until he or she retires as referred to in
paragraph (2)(a).”.

5 Rate Appeal Board — Article 44 amended

In Article 44(6) and (7), for the words “in this Wwa there are substituted the
words “in this Part”.

6 Citation and commencement

This Law may be cited as the Rates (Amendments€ygelaw 201- and shall
come into force 7 days after it is registered.
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Draft Rates (Amendment) (Jersey) Law 201- Endnotes

1 chapter 24.950

2 chapter 16.250

3 P.116/2015
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