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PROPOSITION 
 

THE STATES are asked to decide whether they are of opinion −−−− 
 
 to request the Minister for Transport and Technical Services to introduce a 

charge for the reception of green waste from commercial operators. 
 
 
 
DEPUTY P.V.F. LE CLAIRE OF ST. HELIER 
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REPORT 
 

In the last decade the States have spent over £5 million of taxpayers’ money on an 
activity that it has no legal requirement to conduct. In doing so, it has produced with 
much fanfare a mere £300,000 of compost. This is not the way the general public want 
their funds managed in my view, and it does not represent value for money. 
 
Whilst green waste reception facilities for the public in my view should also be 
considered in a more holistic approach for the future, for the time being I believe the 
free service should be retained until alternatives are available for non-commercial 
green waste producers. 
 
There may be a cry that this will increase fly-tipping. Fly-tipping is illegal and occurs 
at present, even with free deliveries. The unacceptable activity of fly-tippers needs to 
be challenged by the laws in place, with any case having been brought having 
cognisance that it is potentially being done to avoid costs. Information going out to all 
commercial operators through the Economic Development Department and the 
Transport and Technical Services Department will ensure that the commercial 
activities are well informed of what the laws say and where the green waste can be 
delivered, with times clearly stated as to when reception will be allowed. This will 
help avoid the need for extra staff to work overtime just to keep up. Staff that require 
HGV skills from within the department are required to be paid overtime in some 
circumstances. How is it that an activity we should not be engaged in is costing the 
taxpayer overtime? 
 
As an Appendix to this Report, I include some answers to questions tabled by myself 
and Senator J.L. Perchard over the years regarding operational costs. 
 
Financial and manpower implications 
 
There will be a reduction in waste received and thereby there will be a reduction of 
costs and manpower. Any income received can be set against the considerable losses 
being incurred at present. 
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APPENDIX 
 

1240/5(5986) 
 

WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
TECHNICAL SERVICES BY DEPUTY P.V.F. LE CLAIRE OF ST. HELIER 

ANSWER TABLED ON TUESDAY 1st FEBRUARY 2011 
 
Question 
 
“Further to his written answers on 23rd of May 2006 and 20th November 2007 to 
questions raised regarding green waste composting costs, would the Minister provide 
comparable costs for 2008, 2009 and 2010?” 
 
Answer 
 
The 2008, 2009 and 2010 green waste composting costs are as follows. 
 

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

     Main 
Site 

Gate 15  Main 
Site 

Gate 15 

Staff £187,731 £195,000 £249,806 £225,082 £236,322 £142,998 £212,358 £137,621 

Non-Staff         

Supplies & 
Services 

£319,552 £321,043 £384,894 £462,377 £453,898 £74,827 £439,170 £46,476 

Administrative 
Costs 

£26,486 £17,718 £14,226 £18,853 £2,500 £140 £2,753 £650 

Premises & 
Maintenance 
Expenses 

£99,616 £83,967 £107,298 £67,927 £80,133 £6,853 £101,697 £5,000 

Total Non- 
Staff 

£445,654 £422,728 £506,418 £549,157 £536,531 £81,820 £543,620 £52,126 

Income -£52,255 -£63,157 -£50,946 -£48,095 -£53,440  -£56,266  

Net 
Expenditure 

£581,130 £554,571 £705,278 £726,144 £719,413 £224,818 £699,712 £189,747 

 
From the beginning of 2009 public green waste reception was separated from the La Collette 
site to a new facility at ‘Gate 15’ Bellozanne. This was necessary following the hazards 
analysis of the La Collette fuel storage facility. The manning of a 7 day per week public service 
with weekend cover paid at overtime rates plus the extra haulage costs has significantly 
increased the overall annual costs of managing green waste. It is hoped that this site can be re-
integrated with another reception site during 2011. 
 
The income stream is from the sales of PAS 100 approved Soil Improver. 
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1240/5(3564) 
 

WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
TECHNICAL SERVICES BY DEPUTY P.V.F. LE CLAIRE OF ST. HELIER 

 
ANSWER TO BE TABLED ON TUESDAY 20th NOVEMBER 2007 
 
Question 
 
Further to his written answers on 23rd of May 2006 to a question raised by Senator 
Perchard regarding green waste composting costs, would the Minister update those 
answers for the comparable cost in 2006, and so far in 2007, and advise of any other 
costs incurred that were not evident in the original scheme? 
 
Answer 
 
To enable direct comparison between the years is difficult as the chart of accounts for 
recycling was re-developed in 2006 and 2007 to better reflect the many areas of 
recycling now covered by the Department. A new Green Waste Shredder was 
purchased from a minor capital vote in 2007, the costs for this ‘one off’ purchase are 
shown separately. 
 
The costs for to the green waste composting in 2005, 2006 and 2007 (end of October) 
are as follows – 
 

Year 2005 2006 2007 (as at 
31/10/07) 

Staff £187,731 £195,000 £192,292 

Non-Staff    

Supplies & Services £319,552 £321,043 £309,071 

Administrative Costs £26,486 £17,718 £9,390 

Premises and Maintenance Expenses £99,616 £83,967 £83,826 

Total Non- Staff £445,654 £422,728 £402,287 

Income (£52,255) (£63,157) (£45,804) 

Net Expenditure £581,130** £554,571 £548,975 

 
**Direct comparison to the answer given on 23rd May 2006, requires the depreciation 
amount to be added on to give £594,825 as shown on the original answer. 
 
The staff expenditure covers three manual workers which includes weekend reception 
facilities which are paid at overtime rates, plus management time and departmental 
overheads. 
 
The plant and equipment costs now form part of supplies and services, and are 
inclusive of depreciation and maintenance. 
 
The cost of the new Green Waste Shredder was £230,000 which was funded from a 
minor capital allocation. 
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The capital cost for the concrete slab and leachate collection system was £456,000. 
This work was completed in August 2003. 
 
The income from the sale of compost in 2006 was £63,157. The majority of this 
income was for fully matured PAS100 soil improver. In 2007, there were process 
problems at the beginning of the year due to frequent breakdown of the old shredder. 
This resulted in more compost being delivered to agricultural land and less being 
further processed to manufacture the high quality PAS 100 approved material that is 
sold in the garden centres. 
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1240/5(2878) 
 

WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 

BY SENATOR J.L. PERCHARD 
ANSWER TABLED ON TUESDAY, 23rd MAY 2006 

 
Question 
 
Would the Minister – 
 
(a) provide a breakdown of the total costs relating to the Department’s green 

waste composting operation for 2005 including the cost of the disposal of all 
material, depreciation of plant and machinery and all other associated costs? 

 
(b) inform members of the value, in monetary terms, of the Department’s compost 

sales for 2005?”  
 
Answer 
 
(a) The costs relating to the green waste composting site in 2005 are as follows – 
 

Staff £187,731 
  
This cost covers three manual workers, one civil servant manager and 20% of the cost 
of a senior manager and additional staff to cover weekend reception facilities which 
are paid at overtime rates. 
  
Non-staff £445,653 
  
This cost includes the following – 
 
 Haulage of compost from La Collette to farms   
 undertaken by private contractors. £78,146  
    
 Payment to land owners at a rate of £10 per Vergée. £17,528  
    
 Hire of payloader, bagging of compost, handling   
 and spreading equipment undertaken by private contractors. £113,267  
    
 Lease and maintenance costs for shredder and screener. £110,355  
    
 Laboratory testing and professional support. £11,328  
    
 Advertising and publicity. £18,039  
    
 Consumables including fuel, water, electricity, telephones, etc. £32,044  
    
 Mechanical, electrical and civil maintenance. £38,405  
    
 Miscellaneous items. £26,541  
    
Depreciation £13,696 
  
Income (£52,255) 
  
Total Expenditure: £594,825 
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 The capital cost for the concrete slab and leachate collection system was 
£456,000. This work was completed in August 2002. 

 
 The plant and equipment costs form part of the Non Staff cost and are 

inclusive of depreciation and maintenance. 
 
 The depreciation cost shown is for the main shredder which was purchased in 

2004 with a minor capital vote. 
 
 In 2005 approximately 80% of the compost produced was applied directly to 

land. There is no income generated from this compost and in 2005 land 
owners were paid £17,528 to put this compost onto their land. 

 
 
(b) The income from the sale of compost in 2005 was £52,255. 75% of this 

income was for fully matured PAS100 soil improver and 25% was for the sale 
of mulch. 

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Re-issue Note 
 
This Projet is re-issued because part of the Appendix was inadvertently omitted when 
it was originally published. 


