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COMMENTS

In considering this proposition and the amendmeamgéd ‘au Greffe’ by the
Connétable of St. John, PPC invites Members toidensvhat would be achieved by
having a referendum turnout threshold and thefjoation for applying either a 40%
or a 50% threshold.

When, in 2011, the United Kingdom held a referendumreplacing the first-past-the-

post system for Westminster elections with the hldive Vote system, the

application of a 40% threshold was discussed i ltbe House of Lords and the
House of Commons. The question asked was whetkereferendum should become
consultative, rather than binding, if the turnoailéd to reach 40%. Advocates for a
threshold argued that those wishing to change dnstitution should be expected to
put a strong case, win the argument and demondtratevill of the people. Those

against the threshold argued that those who wdaldawvay from the polling station

were effectively being granted a veto.

Our own referendum is already consultative. It putig to do nothing more and

nothing less than to gauge the views, and streafjfieeling, of the electorate. The
States will debate and, ultimately, retain the trighaccept or reject any legislative
changes proposed with a view to implementing tfereedum result. In doing so, the
States will act in accordance with Standing Ord®A,8which requires that a

proposition to alter, in any way, the membershiptteé States of Jersey must be
adopted by an absolute majority of Members (rathan a majority of those present
for the debate) in order to succeed.

On the question of whether 40% or 50% is an appatgpfigure, the Committee has
no comment to make other than to acknowledge thmuracy of the turnout
percentages quoted by Deputy J.M. Magon of St.dsavin respect of Senatorial
elections; and to add that elections for Deputeesehiended to be lower than those for
Senators. Relevant data on turnout percentage0fbt (when the turnout for the
Deputies’ elections was comparatively high) caridoad in the table below.

Electoral Turnout in 2011 Public Elections (%)

Senators Deputies
Grouville 55.9 56.2
St. Brelade 48.5 48.1*
St. Clement 42.0 42.2
St. Helier 37.9 38.4*
St. John 57.0 57.7
St. Lawrence 48.1 n/a
St. Martin 61.0 63.1
St. Mary 57.1 56.7
St. Ouen 56.5 56.1
St. Peter 49.3 50.0
St. Saviour 39.9 39.9*
Trinity 52.7 n/a
AVERAGE 45.6 445

*Turnout figure shown is an average across theidistwithin the parish.
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