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Question

Will the Minister advise what the current policy on stop-and-search is in relation to children under the age
of 18, and will she further advise —

(a) what records, if any, are kept of young people being stopped and searched who are under the age
of 18; and
(b) how many children under the age of 18 have been stopped and searched in the last year?

Answer

Stop and search powers are set out in law and the exercise of these statutory powers is governed by Code
A of the Codes of Practice. The same strict code applies to the search of juveniles as it does adults. There
is no separate policy relating to the stop search of juveniles.

An appropriate adult does not have to be present for a juvenile stop search, however it is regular practice
for officers to notify an appropriate adult of the search after it has taken place out of courtesy. People are
not however obliged to confirm their identity to Police should the search yield no results, therefore this
may not always be possible. Should an arrest follow from a juvenile stop search, an appropriate adult
would be notified to attend custody. An appropriate adult would also have to be involved (unless in
urgent or exceptional circumstances) should an officer request a further strip search or intimate search of
the juvenile in custody if grounds permit as part of the initial stop search. These points are addressed in
Code C of the Codes of Practice.

a) Recording stop searches of juveniles is mandatory. Officers complete an online form as well as a
written record which is offered to the subject of the search.

b) The table below shows the number of juveniles that were subject of stop and search powers in
2021 and so far in 2022.

Count of StopCheckDate StopChe ™ Date
Years -T|objectofsearch |+*| Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec |Grand Total
=12021 Drugs 12 4 7 3 4 3 4 8 2 3 39
Weapons 3 2 21 3 2 1 9 1 44
Stolen Property 2 2 4 8 6 3 3 7 1 2 38
Going Equipped 1 1 6 3 2 4 1 18
Other 2 2
2021 Total 22 38 13 g 10 13 10 3 12 14 G 161
=12022 Drugs 17 18 16 23 20 11 7 g ] 8 135
Weapons 7 1 8 7 2 23
Stolen Property 3 1 1 6 3 3 1 20
Going Equipped 1 2 1 2 ]
Other 1 1
2022 Total 24 23 16 24 24 16 19 13 e 187
Grand Total 46 32 34 37 33 29 29 29 18 21 14 6 348
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