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PROPOSITION

THE STATES are asked to decide whether they are of opinion to make the
following amendments to the Standing Orders of the States of Jersey, with
immediate effect —

Time for selection of Chief Minister and Ministers other than following ordinary
election

1. Standing Order 113 [Time for selection of Chief Minister and Ministers
other than following ordinary election]

(@ In paragraph (1), after the words “other than an ordinary election” insert
“or the death of the Chief Minister”.

(b)  After paragraph (1) insert the following new paragraph —

“(1A) The period within which the States must select an elected member for
appointment as Chief Minister following the death of the Chief Minister is
21 days.”

Chief Minister: nominations

2. Standing Order 115 [Chief Minister: nominations]
(@) Replace paragraph (1)(d) with —

“(d)  submitted to the Greffier no later than 5pm of the working day that is —
Q) 3 clear working days before the beginning of the meeting in
which the selection is to be made, if the nomination follows a
decision that the States have no confidence in the Chief
Minister or in the Council of Ministers; or

(i) 5 clear working days before the beginning of the meeting in
which the selection is to be made, in all other cases.”.
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REPORT
Introduction

The Privileges and Procedures Committee (PPC) is proposing amendments to two of
the Standing Orders of the States of Jersey.

At its meeting in September 2024 the Machinery of Government Sub-Committee
discussed Standing Order 113 and 115 in relation to setting out the process for selecting
a new Chief Minister and Minister in situations other than those which followed an
ordinary election, as well as setting out the nomination process for the Chief Minister,
to include the deadline by which such nominations must be received by the Greffier of
the States.

Following the adoption of proposition P.1/2024 - VVote of no confidence: Chief Minister,
it had become apparent that some challenges existed regarding the practical application
of the aforementioned Standing Orders in the context of the timescales and deadlines
involved. Consequently, the Sub-Committee was requested to consider amendments to
Standing Orders so that appropriate deadlines were set for the various scenarios which
necessitated the appointment of a new Chief Minister.

The Sub-Committee discussed the timeline of events following the lodging and adoption
of ‘P.1/2024 - Vote of no confidence’. Consideration was also given to the Elections
(Jersey) Law 2002 and Standing Orders in connexion with processes following the death
of a Member in service and subsequent by-elections.

Time for selection of Chief Minister and Ministers other than following ordinary
election

The Sub-Committee proposed that, in the event of the death of a serving Chief Minister,
the timeline to elect a replacement ought to be extended to a period of 3 weeks. This
would allow for a 7-day period of respect, followed by a 2-week duration to allow for
nominations to be submitted by interested parties and the election of the new Chief
Minister to take place. It was noted that the incumbent Deputy Chief Minister would
step up during this period.

Chief Minister: nominations

The Sub-Committee proposed that, in the event of a successful ‘vote of no confidence’
against the Chief Minister, a period of 3 working days be allowed for interested parties
to submit their intention to stand for election of Chief Minister, along with 6 signatures
of support from sitting Members and a manifesto. The Sub-Committee felt that the
current 24-hour time limit had proved to be problematic and stressful for candidates
following the approval of ‘P.1/2024 - Vote of no confidence’ in January 2024.

At its meeting in October 2024 PPC supported the proposed changes by the Sub-
Committee.

Financial and staffing implications

There would be a marginal administrative impact of the proposed amendments, which
could be easily accommodated within existing resources.
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https://statesassembly.gov.je/SiteCollectionDocuments/States%20Assembly/2024.07.16%20Standing%20Orders%20of%20the%20States%20of%20Jersey.pdf

Children’s Rights Impact Assessment

A Children’s Rights Impact Assessment (CRIA) has not been prepared in relation to
this proposition as a CRIA is not required, in accordance with Schedule 2 to the Children
(Convention Rights) (Jersey) Law 2022.
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https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/enacted/Pages/L-20-2022.aspx
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/enacted/Pages/L-20-2022.aspx

